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So much has been said about entropy that 
it is probably best to remain silent on the 
subject. Somewhat unwisely, I will never-
theless talk about this dangerous subject 
because in numerical simulations one is 
confronted very directly with what entropy 
is – and, more importantly, with what it is 
not. I will therefore talk about entropy from 
the perspective of numerical simulations. 
Specifically, I will discuss (well known) 
examples where entropy increases with 
increasing order, I will briefly touch on a 
common misinterpretation Gibbs’ paradox 
and I will discuss how recent numerical 
tools allow us to compute close and dis-
tant relatives of the Statistical Mechani-
cal entropy.
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